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Seldte was an even humbler bourgeois than his ally. The son of
an oil refiner in Magdeburg, he wanted to be a soldier, but he
had to go into the business to take the place of a lather who died
while he was still a boy? and so in 1914 he entered the army as
an amateur. Like one to whom he was later to be a formidable
opponent, he was a machine-gun officer, outstanding lor courage
and endurance even in that picked corps, came out of the Somme
with a useless left arm, but managed to stay in active service till
almost the very end of the war. Like so many of his generation,
and  particularly  those whom  intellectual  discipline  had not
made critical of their own emotionalism, he had surrendered
himself wholly to the mystical communion of the front-line
experience—his books on the war are lull of it—and when the
collapse came his one thought was to save its sense of comrade-
ship for the nation, the nation, of course, meaning those who
believed that the revolution was  treachery.   Before  1918 was
over,, in the midst of that chaos of intrigue and civil strife, he
founded his own peculiar league of ex-service men, the Stahlhclm.
He had no knowledge of politics and no political education. He
followed instinct and prejudice as blindly but less brutally and
less ambitiously than Hitler,, and the Stahlhelm, despite its rejec-
tion of the extreme conceptions of the murder gangs,, soon was
an object of suspicion  to  the   republican  authorities.  After
Rathenau's murder it was suppressed; from the ban it arose,
its leader more intransigent, more convinced than ever that the
war was not yet over either at home or abroad. The Stahlhclm
had very high patronage, and princes walked in its ranks, but it
was a thoroughly bourgeois body, and as such of priceless value
to a Nationalist party which knew that it must draw its coming
majority from other classes than its own. Seldte was therefore,
like so many of his type,, a special pet of the Nationalist leadership
which stoutly defended his association in parliament:., and saw
to it that funds did not lack. With the reaction from the Republic
it grew formidably, and its demonstrations were a feature of those
furious months in which Stresemann hacked his way to victory,
It had been in the forefront of the resistance to him* the bitter
opponent of Nationalist acknowledgment of the Republic and

